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   “When ill, especially in hospital, 

always call the church to pray and the 

priest to come, anoint with oil, and 

pray,” so said the old minister who 

once trained me. Prayer always makes a difference, even 

more so when our bodies fail us.  

 

     God has ordained to use prayer and unction as part of 

His healing process. Of course, the final determination is 

always in His hands. Sometimes, eventually, He calls His 

sheep home to be with Him.  

 

     At the same time, God uses prayer to heal us. So we 

should not be surprised at the results of some phenomenal 

studies on the effects of prayer. In our Men’s Bible study 

we have been studying a book by Dallas Willard, The  

Divine Conspiracy. In Chapter Seven, Dr. Willard has a 

delightful presentation on prayer. He describes recent 

studies on the effects of prayer. The section is so  

significant that I have reproduced part of it below.  

 

Dr. Willard writes: 
 

      “Empirical studies of the effects of praying have been 

around for quite some time. In the 1950s William R.  

Parker, of Redlands University in California, developed a 

program of ‘prayer therapy groups.’ He tracked changes in 

the lives of individuals in small groups that did, or else did 

not, use prayer for the healing of various physical  

difficulties. He also studied the effects of different kinds 

of prayers and attitudes in praying. Prayer in what we 

might accurately call the spirit of Jesus Christ was found 

to have noteworthy effects for good in those who learned 

to use it. The book that records all of this, Prayer Can 

Change Your Life, is still very much worth reading and is 

especially useful in learning some aspects of the practice 

of healing prayer. . .  
 

       “Since the late 1980s, however, there have been more 

than 130 studies of the effects of prayer published in  

medical and other professional journals. Many of these 

have been set up under the most careful of scientific  

controls, and some have even involved prayer for nonhu-

man living things. Perhaps the most well known is the one 

by Randolph Byrd, at the University of California San 

Francisco Medical School, published in 1988. It dealt with 

393 coronary care patients who had had heart attacks or 

severe symptoms. It was a double-blind study; neither the  

 

patients nor the medical staff caring for them knew who 

was being prayed for and who was not. 
 

      “The results were so impressive that every major televi-

sion network and newspaper in the United States reported 

them in some detail. Of the groups prayed for, significant-

ly fewer died, fewer required use of the most potent drugs, 

and not one had to be put on life support. These results, 

along with many other studies, are discussed in great  

detail by Larry Dossey, M.D., in his book, Healing Words. 
 

       “Dossey also reports on prayer experiments with nonhu-

man forms of life, such as germinating seeds, plants, and 

bacteria (pp. 190, 218-21). Also, distance was found to 

have no bearing on the effects of prayer. Prayer was as 

effective for things on the other side of the earth as for 

things nearby. It continued to be effective when the object 

was enclosed in a lead-lined box that shuts out all known 

forms of physical energy – waves, particles, and so on. . . .  
 

      “These carefully researched examinations of the effects 

of prayer on life show, I believe, that personality in its  

human form has effects – through appropriate exertions of 

thought, will, and desire – that work beyond the familiar 

channels of physical causation. That is the heart of  

Dossey’s position and, less clearly, of Parker’s. Both are 

professionals concerned about human health, and they  

believe that known resources for good should implement-

ed.”   (Dallas Willard, Divine Conspiracy, pp. 247-249). 

 

     Prayer does make a difference. That’s why I’m always 

a bit concerned when I hear someone has gone into the 

hospital, or God forbid into surgery, without calling the 

church or telling the priest. The studies only confirm what 

God’s Word teaches. God uses prayer to accomplish His 

will. No doubt it doesn’t mean that we will always get 

what we want. God’s answer to prayer is always, “yes,” 

“no,” or “maybe.” The studies, however, indicate that the 

answer is more than often “yes.”  
 

         Let us never forget to pray, have others pray, and ask 

God for His help and healing! 



 
 

 

 

Dear congregation at Church of the Holy Communion, 

 

     You may have heard the news about me by now, but I thought I should write a summary of my new position.   

On March 1st  I will take up the duties of being rector of a parish in the diocese of Ft. Worth under Bishop Iker. It’s 

called Church of the Holy Comforter and it’s located in Cleburne.  It is a historic congregation and building. The 

congregation began meeting in 1860 and officially formed in 1877, making it one of the oldest in the diocese of Ft. 

Worth. Bishop Garrett was responsible for the facility, which is just remarkable in its beauty.  

 

     The congregation is made up of roughly 70 or so faithful disciples. They follow a ritual that closely resembles our 

beloved 1928 BCP. They do not use the 1979 book, but a version of it that more closely adheres to the older liturgy 

and the American Missal. We think that it will be a great fit. They have plans to renovate a recently acquired office 

building and to start a preschool. They are already trying to reach out to the community! 

 

     I don’t know if I can explain how tough it is to depart from Church of the Holy Communion. You have been  

responsible for forming a young priest in his vocation. Since coming here in 2006 (the Sunday we consecrated the 

new sanctuary), we have found a family in which to grow, a field in which to labor, and friends with whom we found 

joy. For that you will be remembered, never forgotten, even cherished.  The new life into which I now go would not 

be possible if not for the curacy here among you. The leadership of this parish and diocese, along with its faithful 

believers, has put another man into God’s service for the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.  Ronda, Trenton and I are so 

grateful for the friends and ministry we shared with you. We won’t be far away! 

 

Fr. Christopher M. Woodall 

Church of the Holy Comforter 

Cleburne, Texas 

“Farewell” Reception 
  

Everyone will have a chance to say “goodbye”  

to Fr. Chris, Ronda, and Trenton at a reception  

between services on Sunday, February 23rd in Lunt Hall. 
 

We will have a special tray set aside to hold any cards,  

remembrances, etc. that you would like to leave for them. 

 



4. OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 

4.1.  ARTICLE 4  Christ did truly rise again from death, and took again His body, with flesh, 

bones, and all things appertaining to the perfection of Man’s nature; wherewith He ascended into 

Heaven, and there sitteth, until He return to judge all Men at the last day.  

 

4.2.  INTRODUCTION  
This article sets out three Scriptural teachings: 

The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ. The bodily ascension of Jesus Christ into Heaven where 

He now sitteth, and The bodily second coming of Jesus to execute final judgement at the last day. 

 

4.3. RESURRECTION 
The book, Who moved the Stone by lawyer Frank Morrison, set out to disprove the resurrection. Instead Morrison became convinced 

of the truth and was converted. The book established the truth of the resurrection beyond any further doubt. A few years ago a bishop 

in an SABC broadcast service said, ‘It couldn’t matter less who moved the stone, what matters is whether Christ is risen in you’. He 

was saying that belief in the bodily resurrection is not essential. What is essential, he said, is that Christ is risen in you. Needless to say 

the bishop was not a bishop of the Church of England in South Africa. But this bishop’s views prompt the question, ‘How essential is 

the bodily resurrection to our faith?’ 

For answers we must turn to the Apostolic teaching. In Peter’s great sermon on the day of Pentecost, he said, ‘This Jesus hath God 

raised up, whereof we are all witnesses’. (Acts 2:32). In Paul’s letter to the Christians at Thessalonica he urged them to ‘Wait for His 

(God’s) Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come’. (1 Thess 1:10). 

From these and other similar references, we learn that Jesus Christ did not raise Himself up from the dead but that God the Father 

raised Jesus from the dead. This emphasis on the act of God the Father is our only and very striking testimony to God’s approval and 

acceptance of the redemptive work of our Saviour. Without the resurrection how could we know that Christ’s sacrifice was a ‘Full, 

perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world?’ as we say in the Communion Service. 

In Paul’s letter to the Christians at Rome he explained that just as righteousness was imputed to Abraham by faith, so shall it be  

imputed to us also ‘If we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead’. (Romans 4:24). In other words the efficacy of 

Christ’s sacrifice for us depends on our believing that God did raise Jesus bodily from the grave. So important is this that only  

witnesses of the bodily resurrection of Jesus could be ranked with the Apostles. Contrary to what the apostate bishop said, it couldn’t 

matter more than that we should believe that God the father did raise Jesus Christ bodily from the dead. 

The motivation for sanctity of life is not inspired by devotion to an unknown God, but is inspired by love for the risen Lord who first 

loved us, and enabled us to do so by the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus himself said ‘I will pray the Father and He shall give you another 

Comforter ... and he shall glorify Me’ (John 14:16 and 16:14). Lastly regarding the resurrection, we have no hope of bodily resurrec-

tion if Christ be not bodily raised from the dead. For ‘If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also 

which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But now is 

Christ risen from the dead and become the first fruits of them that slept’ (1 Corinthians 15:17-20). So let us pray God that through our 

faith in God the Father who raised Christ from the dead we also may be among the last fruits of them that sleep. 

 

4.4. ASCENSION 
So now we come to the Ascension. In the first place it is quite obvious that if Christ was not risen from the dead there would be no 

ascension either. So belief in the bodily ascension is conditional upon belief in the bodily resurrection. Further, if there were a  

resurrection and no ascension Jesus Christ would presumably have continued to walk this earth and then die as do other men. So belief 

in the ascension carries with it the faith that Jesus Christ was not just another man but very God as well as very man. But the fact is, as 

our article says, that Christ (as defined in Article 2) did ascend ‘into heaven, and there sitteth’. 

But what does Christ sit there to do? 

Well, in the first place, as He said, ‘I go to prepare a place for you’ (John 14:2). It was necessary for Christ to ascend bodily into  

heaven to prepare a place for our glorified bodies as well. 

 

Part 4 



 

There, He sits at the right hand of the Father where He is the only mediator between God and man. The Word of God is quite clear. 

It tells us, ‘There is one God, and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus’ (1 Timothy 2:5). So in the second 

place Jesus ascended into heaven in order to become our intermediary with the other. 

Thirdly, Jesus sits at God’s right hand as our only high priest. He is our only high priest because at Calvary He ‘made there by his 

one oblation of Himself once offered a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world’. 

Jesus Christ was both the sacrifice and the offerer of that sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Wherefore He is able to save 

them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them’ (Hebrews 7:24-25). 

Finally, the Lord Jesus Christ sits at the right hand of God as head of the Church. God raised up Jesus Christ from the dead, ‘and set 

Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places ... and hath put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things 

to the Church which is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all’ (Ephesians 1:20-23). For ‘Christ as a son over his own 

house; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end’ (Hebrews 3:6).  

 

4.5. THE SECOND COMING 

The article concludes with the promise of the second coming. Jesus sits in heaven, we are told, ‘until He returns to judge all men at 

the last day’. If Jesus be not risen from the dead, where is our Christian hope of eventual justice in a world of so much injustice? 

And where is our hope of glorification with Him to live for ever in perfect peace and tranquillity in a perfectly redeemed earth in 

which at last the meek shall inherit the earth? But the fact is we are told distinctly, ‘This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 

into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven’ (Acts 1:11). 

We live in an age of lack of faith; we live in an age which considers itself so sophisticated that belief in a second Divine intervention 

in the world is to most people incredible. But the Bible warns us that this will be exactly what will be the attitude of people just  

before the end. 

‘There shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, where the promise of His coming? For since 

the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they he were from the beginning of the creation’ (2 Peter 3:3-4). But at just such a time 

as this 20th Century when every prophecy has been fulfilled, Jesus will come, there will be a judgment, and this world will be  

destroyed and melt with fervent heat. ‘Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 

Him in peace, without spot, and blameless’ (2 Peter 3:14). 

 

4.6. CONCLUSION 

It could not matter less who moved the stone? It could not matter more that Jesus is risen bodily from the dead. For without the  

resurrection how would we know that the sacrifice at Calvary was sufficient? How would Christ’s justifying work be applied to us if 

we did not believe in the resurrection? How could we love and be moved to a life of loyalty if we had only a dead Lord to serve? 

What hope would we have of a good life after death if Christ was not risen? Who could mediate with the Father for us if Christ was 

not risen seeing He alone was without sin? Who would intercede for us at the throne of grace if Christ be not risen? How could we 

have discipline in the Church if we denied her head? What hope would there be for justice if Jesus is not coming again? What hope 

would there be for our glorification and for a tranquil life for ever under His personal rule if He were not risen from the dead? 

Alone among all the religions of the world we have a risen Saviour and a risen Lord. Christianity is the only true religion with a  

truly risen Lord. All other religions are false and have nothing to offer. Jesus, being ascended, sends the Third Person of the blessed 

trinity to give us spiritual life and to give us spiritual understanding and a power in our hearts to live holy lives. As Jesus said, 

‘Nevertheless I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come to you; but 

if I depart I will send Him unto you’ (John 16:17). 
 

4.7. APPLICATION 

Have you received the Comforter? Have you ever asked Jesus to give Him to you? I promise you if you ask sincerely with the  
honest intention to have Jesus as the Lord of your life, Jesus will give you the Comforter. Jesus promised, ‘If ye then, being evil, 

know how to give good unto your children; how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 

Him?’ (Luke 11:13). God is faithful to His Word. Have you the faith to ask Him for this unspeakable gift ... today? 

 



  

February 2014 

             ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Ted and Linda Cox  February 2 

Jay and Charlene Wolthausen February 11 

Noble Field and Donna Mallory February 14 

Gordon and Nancy Asher  February 15 

Don and Cheryl Coney  February 26 

Steve and Chris Vajgrt  February 27 

Joe and Stephanie Marcum February 28 

Cranmer Theological House Courses 
 

             Spring Term 
 

 

Sacred Music:  Christopher A. Hoyt, M.S.M (SMU) 
        This course aims to: 1) examine the Biblical account of music, 2)  examine a variety of theological rationales for liturgical music 

which represent a broad view of church history, 3) cultivate the practical skills necessary for planning and leading sung Anglican worship 

services in a parish setting…these skills include: i) planning service propers, hymns, canticles, and incidental music, ii) singing the Office 

or Communion propers appointed for the officiant, iii) being able to teach musical forms such as hymnody, Anglican chant, simplified 

Anglican chant, and plainchant. 4) To develop a rationale for selecting hymns which reflects an awareness of i) the liturgical calendar, ii) 

the propers, iii) the needs and abilities of a particular parish, and iv) which balances considerations such as “singability”, fittingness, com-

prehensive coverage of a hymn repertoire, and the regular introduction of new songs. 

Feb. 8, 2014       March 1, 2014    April 26, 2014     May 24, 2014      Saturdays 9:30am—3:30pm 
 
 

Liturgical Practicum:  Bishop Keith L. Ackerman, SSC 
      Instruction in the major areas of service at the Lord’s altar for the officiant and altar servers. This course will cover the spectrum from 

The Parson’s Handbook to Ritual Notes. Particular attention will be given to the various styles of vesture, ceremony, and ritual action in 

current use among the greater Anglican tradition. This course will focus on mentored training and actual liturgical practice in conjunction 

with regular chapel services and lectures on the Church’s ceremony. 

May 2-3, 2014     May 9-10, 2014   May 16-17, 2014    Fridays 7:00-9:00 pm   Saturdays 9:00am—4:00pm 
   

                Please contact Fr. Chris Woodall for more information and to register for a class. 
                                        Email: frchris@holycommuniondallas.org 

PrimeTimer's  
   

 

          
     

Prime Timers … Mark your calendar for the above!!!   

We will be making valentines for someone special and also for 

our friends at the Collinwood Care Center.  We may have a  

contest for prettiest one or maybe the most original. This 

should bring back some special memories and smiles.  

      Men should bring a drink of their choice or their  

valentine's choice. 

       Ladies bring some appetizers.  We will have supplies to 

make valentines, and if you have some ideas or 

supplies, also bring them. We will still be doing 

our mix and mingle with some nice background 

music. 
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE … 

Bring a friend!    Betty Rathheim and Betsy Bloodworth 

It’s time to start lining up people  

to *sponsor* you in the Walk-a-Thon. 

Help us raise money for a good cause. 
 

Last year CHC had a great turnout with over 20 walkers ...  

Registration:  $15/ person, $30/ family 
Will be offset $5 for every $100 pledged. 

All participants will receive a free RAIH T-Shirt  

with registration. 

Saturday, February 22nd  9:00am 
UTD Parking Lot-corner of Floyd Rd./Lookout Dr., 

Richardson, Texas 
 

Pick up a registration form in Lunt Hall. 

CHC Sharpshooters 
 

For a number of years, once a month, several of our 

Parish members have maintained an interest in  

meeting in Garland, TX for a morning of shooting.   

Facilities are available for Trap Shooting, Rife, and Pistols. 
 

Our sessions begin about 10:00am and last for about 2 hours.   

Afterward, those attending, have lunch together at a local restaurant. 
 

If you have a morning when you would like to join others for an outdoor 

activity, we would certainly welcome you to join our group.   

Please contact Chuck Cassell, 

 972-423-4608 for more details. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=target+practice+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ak1rnBAQmVGJkM&tbnid=LimRc889NtlHvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjoyful-expressions.blogspot.com%2F2012%2F08%2Ftarget-practice-new-blouse-and-bad.html&ei=iH6


Congratulations to our new VESTRY MEMBERS 

Walt Ridlon Ilene Vought Bud Longueville, Sr. Warden 

Annual 

Parish 

Meeting 

Humorist  

Susan Boone 

delighted a large 

crowd in Lunt Hall  

as she “became” the 

person of Babe 

Didrikson Zahzarias. 
Clergy from the Polish National Catholic Church and ACNA  

met recently on our campus. 

Dcn. Daryl Smith explains the   

different translations of the Bible  

to the ladies at  

Women, Wine, and Wisdom. 



      Holy Communion Christian Academy 
          Pre-K and Kindergarten has a place for your child,  

grandchild, or friend’s child.  Call for more information:  972-248-7610. 
 

  Open Enrollment begins on March 1st  

              HCCA FUNDRAISER !    Family Sock Hop  

            February 15th  4:00-6:00pm; Lunt Hall      $20.00 … includes: 
 

   **Live band !   **Contests: Hoola Hoop, the Twist, Bubble Gum bubbles   

   **Diner Food and Ice Cream Floats    **Prizes for: Best Dressed, Best Hair, etc.               

**Silent Auction    Tickets will be ON SALE in Lunt Hall this Sunday.    

                                                        Or call the school office:  972-248-7610 

                                        (All CHC members and friends are invited to come) 

 

                 

                                                            

 

           BIGFISH youth went rock climbing at Summit rock  

climbing gym on Saturday, January 19th. We had five 

kids test their strength and endurance as they scaled the 

walls of the indoor facility. Rock climbing is a fun  

activity that challenges us to push ourselves physically 

while at the same time trusting another to support us 

when we fall. It is much like the Christian life. We must 

strive in faith to reach our final salvation, trusting 

Christ, and his body, the church to pick us up when we fall.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Friday Fun Night: All youth (3 years/potty trained and older) are invited to spend an evening at the church on Friday, 

February 14th.  FFN begins at 6:30pm and will include dinner, games, crafts and all sorts of fun activities.  Fr. Kasey Gage will 

supervise this monthly event for the children and their friends on the 2nd Friday of the month in Miller Hall.  This is free time for 

the parents to go out and celebrate Valentine’s Day! 
 

               

                BIGFISH will participate in the Habitat for Humanity Walk-a-Thon coming up on Saturday,  

February 22nd. The money raised at the Walk-a-Thon will go toward building houses for folks who would otherwise not be 

able to achieve their dream of home ownership.  
 

            We are trying to coordinate our parish efforts in raising money for this year’s Walk-a-Thon and the youth have been 

asked two things:  1) Commit to walking the 5 mile event and  2) Ask your teachers, coach’s, friends, and family members 

to sponsor you on the walk by giving a pledge.  
     In conjunction with the youth’s efforts, Tom Wooten has asked several parishioners to sponsor members of our youth who 

have committed to walk.  

        Afterward, the youth will travel to Cane’s for lunch and then on to LazerWhirld (http://www.whirlyballplano.com/

Default.aspx) in Plano for an hour of Whirlyball 12:30-1:30pm. Whirlyball is a combination of bumper cars, lacrosse, and  

basketball. It can get very intense, but it is a lot of fun. The youth will need to bring money for their lunch, but BIGFISH will pay 

for them to play Whirlyball. So, gather your friends together to come out for the Habitat walk, lunch, and a great game of  

Whirlyball. They won’t be disappointed! 

Loren Smith makes her way  

up a very difficult wall. 

Landry Dalton and Nathan Smith  

challenge each other as they climb a steep wall. 

http://www.whirlyballplano.com/Default.aspx
http://www.whirlyballplano.com/Default.aspx

