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                       2021 Lenten Series 

 

                            Confession and Absolution in the Anglican Tradition 
 

 
 
The ongoing pandemic is forcing us to change things up a bit for our Lenten Series this 
year. We will be having Evensong with the Litany in the church at 6:30, followed by a 30- 
minute presentation (a 20-25 minute talk along with 5-10 minutes of question and 
answer). Youth and children will be gathering in Miller Hall for some fun and engaging 
activities during the same time. 
 
Our topic this year is “Confession and Absolution in the Anglican Tradition.” The word 
“confession” refers to the act of humbly approaching God for the purpose of acknowledging 
our sins. The Exhortation at the beginning of the Daily Offices says: “Dearly beloved 
brethren, the Scripture moveth us, in sundry places, to acknowledge and confess our 
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor cloak them before the 
face of Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess them with an humble, lowly, 
penitent, and obedient heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by his 
infinite goodness and mercy.” (1928 BCP, pp. 5-6) 
 
What follows our “confession” is the “absolution,” which is the pronouncement of 
forgiveness offered by the priest or bishop. (In our first talk, we will explore why the 
absolution is only offered by a priest or bishop). Scripture teaches us that God wants to 
forgive His wayward children. Jesus intended for us to picture God as the loving father in 
the parable of the Prodigal Son, who ran to and welcomed his lost son when he returned 
home (Luke 15). This is the same God who longs for our return and who is always ready to 
forgive. 
 
In the first talk, I will explore confession and absolution as they are presented in Holy 
Scripture. The second talk will be offered by The Rev. Canon John Boonzaaijer, Rector of 
The Chapel of the Cross and Canon for the REC Board of Foreign Missions. This address 
will analyze our subject in the Daily Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer in the BCP. The 
third talk will be given by our own Fr. Kasey Gage and will cover the topic of confession and 
absolution in The Penitential Office of the Prayer Book (which is primarily used on Ash 
Wednesday but may be used at other times of repentance). In our fourth installment, Fr. 
Jonathan Trebilco, Assistant Rector at The Chapel of the Cross, will show us how confession 
and absolution are set forth in the service of Holy Communion. And in the last address, 
Bishop Sutton will address the topic of private confession and absolution in the Anglican 
tradition. 
 
I think that you will find this topic to be timely and engaging for this Lenten Season. I pray 
that you will join us each Wednesday evening. 
 
Dean Camlin 





 

 Holy Communion Christian Academy 

Items in a 2 day  
Quarantine 

HCCA Celebrates Valentines Day! 



Setting apart a Deaconess                   - Cynthia Longueville 



New Online Giving Feature  



SOSS - Securing our Senior’s Safety - 

https://www.secureourseniorssafety.org/ 

Sunday, October 30, 2016 was a pretty, sunny Fall morning. I was looking forward to picking Mama 
up for church. She had given flowers in memory of Daddy’s birthday. Another first for her as she got 
through her first year as a widow. I was not prepared to find her dead on the floor of her apartment. I 
had just seen her Friday afternoon, happy and healthy. The police came. I called the church and Father 
Charlie came and administered last rites. Restland came to take her body. And then my world 
changed. Jewelry she always wore was missing. This triggered a check of the apartment and cash and 
other jewelry was missing. Police returned and I was told most likely Mama had died naturally and a 
robbery followed – someone came in and instead of calling about her passing away they took jewelry 
off my mother’s cold dead body. My first thought was God and Daddy saw what happened Saturday, 
October 29th between 12:30 and 2:00 p.m. the time frame determined Mama died.  

The following day, Monday, in a state of shock I went to CHC to make funeral plans. Monica Dalton, 
Dss. Mary Jane Mathieu, and Cathy Heissenhuber greeted me at the door saying, “We have a prayer 
shawl for you.” I responded I have one, save this one for someone else in need. Well, y’all know these 
three are a mighty force and they made it clear that was not an option. Then they told me why I had to 
take this shawl.  Dss. Mary Jane had gone to get one for me and the usually well stocked cabinet had 
only one shawl in it; the one my mother had knitted and turned in the previous Sunday, October 
23rd.  We had talked about how pretty it was – it looked like peppermint ice cream, oatmeal color with 
pink and green. We both loved peppermint ice cream. We all believed this was a clear sign from God 
that Mama was okay and reaching out to me in my grief. Little did I know then how important that 
message of comfort would become, how many hours I would hold this shawl in emotions I did not 
know I would experience. 

July 16, 2018, I got a phone call that continued to change my world but, in many ways righted it. I 
was told Mama’s death was being investigated as a homicide. As devastating as that was to hear, 
finally the facts I had wrestled with made sense. I knew as a Christian she had seen Jesus in heaven, 
Daddy greeted her with open arms saying “Sweetheart, I have been waiting for you!”. And I was so 
very thankful Father Charlie had given Mama last rites. I still have not worked through Mama’s last 
moments alive, but I have peace that as Christians on Earth we did all we could for her passing to 
heaven.  

This situation could have made me angry at God. Always the question why did this happen to my 
sweet faithful mother? Remember the prayer shawl?  I held it close and saw it as a sign God was with 
me as I took steps forward learning to live with this situation. As I prayed for help and direction, God 
sent me signs, opened doors to let me know He was with me. 

I have many stories to share – I could go on for pages describing the moments I have felt His 
presence. I will share a couple of the most striking moments here. 

Late April 2019 I had to go to the Dallas Library downtown to retrieve a copy of the amended death 
certificate. I really did not want to do this. I called ahead to make sure I would be able to get the copy. 
The employee was aware of the circumstances and assured me she would have a copy for me. After I 
paid a fee and waited, a young woman came to me. She said I heard you were coming, and I wanted to 
say hello. I greeted her. She said I worked where your mother lived. I said oh, what was your job. She 
replied concierge;                                                                                                
            Continued on next page 

A Message of Faith 



SOSS - Securing our Senior’s Safety - 

I was with you when we found your mother. I asked her name and then memories flooded my mind. 
Yes, she was with me at one of the darkest moments in my life. She found Mama’s body; she told me 
she was gone. I found her later crying at her desk, being comforted by a coworker. I went over and 
told her I was so sorry she had to witness all of this, but I was so thankful she had been with me at that 
moment. She had the same memories. She hugged me and told me she was so sad to hear about what 
happened.                     

As I headed home, I tried to put logic to this encounter. But I could not. What were the odds I would 
go downtown on the day she was at work. That she was not away from her desk when I came by. That 
she was not at lunch. For me, there is only one explanation. Seeing and hugging this young woman 
two and half years later was a sign to me. God was showing me I was on the right path. I was doing 
what needed to be done. 

A few weeks later, May 14, 2019, God held me close once again. In April, our family chose a tree to 
be planted by the church playground. It would be delivered and planted May 14th. The day before, the 
Dallas County District Attorney’s office called to say they were taking my mother’s case with others 
to the grand jury seeking indictments. I thought how fitting – a memorial planted for Mama as justice 
was being sought. I checked on the tree planting before I went to Bible Study. As I tried to focus on 
Father Charlie’s wise words about Exodus, I was checking my watch wondering how the case 
presentation was going. At 10:30 a.m., sitting in my spot on the couch in Schleicher Library, a sense 
of peace washed over me. The message/feeling all was okay took over. When the prosecutor called me 
that afternoon to let me know there was an indictment I asked if that happened around 10:30 a.m. He 
checked his notes and said at first, he thought it was later but yes that was the time. He was taken 
when I explained why I inquired. In dark moments, I am thankful I can reflect and feel that sense of 
peace again. Another reminder, I am not alone.  

My CHC brothers and sisters in Christ have often been angelic messengers, often stepping forward 
with an empowering thought or an offer of assistance. These messages have paved what would have 
been a bumpy path if they had not come forward. 

As I said, these are just a few of many stories I have that demonstrate how God has made His presence 
known to me. Instead of experiencing anger and bitterness towards Him this tragedy has drawn me 
closer to seek His comfort and strength. The other daughters I have come to know have had the same 
experience. We are blessed to have witnessed our mothers’ faith in their lives and now we rely on that 
same deep faith. Without it, we would be broken souls. Faith has strengthened us and now we work 
together to improve senior security so other families do not have this experience.  

I still have moments of worry and doubt; just last week I prayed to feel God’s presence. Late in the 
week another chance encounter with someone, a piece of the jigsaw puzzle of my story, was the 
answer to my prayer.  

To all in darkness I reach out to you. It is hard. I have been angry. I have yelled why. And I have found 
that got me nowhere. It is only thru talking with God, asking for His help have I found peace. I believe 
God does not make or let bad things happen. They just happen or they are the devil’s work. I now 
know God’s role is to be by my side, in front of me, behind me or carrying me through the hard days. 
I pray all may learn that lesson sooner than I did. 

God bless all. 

by Shannon Gleason Dion 



Around our Parish                                                                

SJB Annual Meeting 

The Men at Theology on Tap 
in December make a toast in 

memory of Doug Boone 
along with his children. 

Peggy Krug’s class at The Shelton School made 
cards for our parishioners that are not able to leave 
their homes for Christmas 2020.  Thank you! 

The Silver Chalice  
Visit the Silver Chalice Gift Shop & Book 

Store on most Tuesday’s at 11:00am 



 

 Around our Parish                                                                
Hanging of the Chrismons 

Rose Sunday  



Around our Parish 

 The CHC Sukkah 2020 

Lessons and Carols 

The Children present the Creche Pieces 



Around our Parish           
Christmas Annual Parish     

Meeting 2021 

Jason VanBorssum Ordained as a Priest on February 6 

Worship Online: 
Dylan livestreaming the    
service with her family 
from home.  CHCC is 

thankful for Dr. Russell 
Smith for making our 

services available       
Virtually! 



 

 



 

 





 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


