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              “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” 
 

                                    

                                     

     Just about every year around All Saints’ Day, we get requests to sing the children’s hymn “I Sing a 

Song of the Saints of God.”  It is easy to understand the popularity, given its simple, snappy tune, and its 

down to earth lyrics.  The hymn has a rather interesting history.  It was penned by Lesbia Scott, a British 

mother in her twenties, for her own children.  It first appeared in the 1929 collection Everyday Hymns For 

Little Children.  The hymn was not very well known in Britain but was embraced in the United States 

when it was set to a new tune (“Grand Isle”) that was penned by John H. Hopkins, Jr., a retired priest.  

The hymn made its way into The 1940 Hymnal.  In recent years, there was an “Americanized” version 

which removed the quaint English lines like “You can meet them in school, or in lanes, or at sea, in 

church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea …” and replaced it with “You can meet them in school, on the 

street, in the store, in church, by the sea, in the house next door …”. This version diminished the appeal of 

the hymn and moved one group to call the revised lyrics “dreadful.” 

 

     The basic premise of the hymn is that the saints of God are not only found in the past, there are many 

alive today.  This is expressed where it says, “They lived not only in ages past; there are hundreds of 

thousands still; the world is bright with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus’ will.”  This simple chil-

dren’s hymn helps us to see a profound theological truth: we are all called to be saints.  One example of 

this truth is found in St. Paul’s opening lines to the church at Rome: “To all who are in Rome, beloved of 

God, called to be saints.” (Rom 1:7). Notice that the Apostle addresses all of the Christians in the church 

at Rome and reminds them of their calling to be saints. 

 

     The word “saint” simply means “holy one.”  We are sanctified (made holy) at our Baptism by virtue of 

being united with Christ, having our sins washed away, and receiving the Holy Spirit.  From that moment, 

the Spirit is at work in us to sanctify us (make us holy).  God works through a variety of ways to accom-

plish holiness in us.  This includes worship, prayer, and the Sacraments.  But God also uses the various 

experiences that we have, including trials and even persecution.  This theme is expressed in the hymn: “I 

sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and true, who toiled and fought and lived and died for 

the Lord they loved and knew.” 

 

     This is an important reminder for us as twenty-first century Christians in America because we tend to 

lack the perspective that the Lord uses trials and persecution to purify us.  When someone tells me some 

difficulty that they have experienced, I jokingly remind them that this is all a part of their sanctification.  

But I am not really joking.  God uses the various experiences that we have in this life to bring us to Him-

self.  His ultimate purpose for us, as St. Paul reminds us, is to conform us into the image of His Son (Rom 

8:29).  If we are honest with ourselves, we would have to admit that we are in need of a great deal of 

transformation before we come anywhere near that!  So during this Season of All Saints (“All Hallowed 

Tide”), let us be reminded that we are called to be saints.  And in the words of the hymn, let us resolve, 

“they were all of them saints of God, and I mean, God helping, to be one too.” 



 

 

Holy Communion Christian Academy 

Thank you for your support! 

Thankful for the  
Nature and Beauty around us 

& Pumpkins! 



Iglesia Holy Communion Confirmations 

First Communion 

     "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen. " Mathew 28: 19-20 

     This message was directly given to the Apostles of Christ so their mission was to be multipliers and teach others. 
They received the promise of the Father, the Holy Ghost, and were faithful witnesses unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth (Acts 1: 8). 

     At Iglesia Holy Communion, Spanish Mission of REC100, we received a successor of the Apostles, The Most Rev. 
Dr. Ray Sutton, Bishop of REC/ACNA, to accomplish this Mission of preaching the Gospel and administering the 
Sacraments. Most recently, he carried out this mission at the confirmation of 20 young people and the reception of 3 
adults in our Spanish congregation on October 31. From this group that has been confirmed and received, next month 
we will be adding 3 acolytes and a lay reader to the altar service. 

     We are grateful to the Lord for what he is doing in the Spanish Congregation and for your support and prayers    
towards this ministry.           

          Thank you, Fr. Jesus Quintero 



Iglesia Holy Communion Confirmations 



Homecoming 
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Acolyte Training 



 

 



 

 


